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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Esty Dinur, Director of Marketing and Communications, 608-262-3907, edinur@wisc.edu 
Note to editors: high-resolution photos available at http://www.uniontheater.wisc.edu/press/index.html
The Dirty Dozen Brass Band to bring their New Orleans flair to the Wisconsin Union Theater

The Dirty Dozen Brass Band will perform at the Wisconsin Union Theater on Friday, October 2nd at 8:00 pm. Mama Digdown's Brass Band will be the opening act. Tickets for the performance are $30 general admission. As always, UW-Student tickets are only $10! Tickets can be purchased by phone (608-265-ARTS), by fax (608-265-5084), by mail or in person at the box office (Wisconsin Union Theater, 800 Langdon St., Madison, WI 53706) or online here. 
Since forming in 1975, the Dirty Dozen Brass Band has used a fusion of jazz, blues and funk to tell their experiences of living in New Orleans. Their revolutionary sound changed popular New Orleans jazz and has inspired many other jazz fusion groups to form in New Orleans and across the country. In the 1980’s, the band facilitated the resurgence of brass band music in the South and it has had a strong presence in the Southern music scene ever since.
In 2006, heartbroken by the destruction wreaked by Hurricane Katrina and the government’s slow reaction, the Dirty Dozen Brass Band released its album What’s Going On? which covers Marvin Gaye’s song of the same title.  Members of the band lost their possessions and were without food and water at times, prompting them to share their losses through music. 

But don’t be fooled: Dirty Dozen Brass Band’s music is all about celebration, fun and dancing.  Saxophone player Roger Lewis puts the group’s mission simply: “We try to play something for your mind, your body and your soul.  We try to cover all bases--intellectual, physical and spiritual. We want you to shake something and bring joy and happiness to the world."
Madison’s own Mama Digdown’s has traveled the world for the past 12 years, spreading the gospel of New Orleans brass band music. The band has shared bills with such musical legends as The Neville Brothers, Dr. John, The Dirty Dozen and Buddy Guy. Bob French, New Orleans drummer and former member of Fats Domino’s band, said of Mama Digdown's "I don't know if the folks up there in Wisconsin know what they have, these Digdown cats can play!"

This concert is sponsored by the Wisconsin Union Directorate. Support is also given by the Wisconsin Arts Board, Capital City Hues, The Onion and WORT, 89.9 FM.
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