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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Esty Dinur, Director of Marketing and Communications, 608-262-3907, edinur@wisc.edu 
Note to editors: high-resolution photos available at http://www.uniontheater.wisc.edu/press/index.html
The Mystical Arts of Tibet to Perform, Create Sand Mandala at the Wisconsin Union Theater

In conjunction with the Madison World Music Festival, the Mystical Arts of Tibet will perform a ticketed event at the Wisconsin Union Theater on Saturday, September 19th at 8:00 pm. Tickets for the performance are $18, $30 and $35 for the general public. As always, UW-Student tickets are only $10! Tickets can be purchased by phone (608-265-ARTS), by fax (608-265-5084), by mail or in person at the box office (Wisconsin Union Theater, 800 Langdon St., Madison, WI 53706) or online here. The Monks of the Loseling Monastery will also construct a sand mandala from September 16-20, in the Main Lounge of Memorial Union.
Known for their remarkable multiphonic singing and their elaborate sand mandala art, the Monks perform using traditional Tibetan instruments and in traditional garb. Endorsed by the Dalai Lama, The Mystical Arts of Tibet perform their Sacred Dance for World Healing, which includes traditional temple dances and music. They have traveled the world for the past 16 years, sharing their culture and a message of world peace.
They will construct (and destroy) a sand mandala over five days. The sand is placed in many complex geometric designs, representing an imaginary palace, usually inhabited by deities, that is contemplated during meditation. The mandala is made up of millions of white stones which are ground up and dyed. Tibetans refer to the creation of sand mandalas as painting with sand because the lines of sand seamlessly blend together as if done with paint. Representing the impermanence of everything, the mandala is eventually destroyed and dispersed into water, in this case Lake Mendota at the Memorial Union. 
The Monks start the mandala creation with a free ceremony at the Union’s Main Lounge on Wednesday, September 16, at 4 pm. The public is welcome to attend (and to stay in the Union for Locally Global, the Madison World Music Festival’s student and community showcase). The performance, at the Wisconsin Union Theater, is on Saturday, September 19, at 8 pm. 
This concert is sponsored by the Wisconsin Union Directorate. Support is also given by the Wisconsin Arts Board, Students for a Free Tibet, Wisconsin Arts Board, and the Wisconsin Tibetan Association.
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