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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Note to editors: high-resolution photos available at http://www.uniontheater.wisc.edu/press/index.html
Film Examines the Hidden Burma


“Burma: Reflections on a Hidden Land” will be presented by filmmaker Sean Cassidy on Monday & Tuesday, September 28-28, 2009, at 7:30 pm. Tickets for the general public are $11. UW-Madison student tickets are only $5. A delicious buffet meal with Burmese food will be offered prior to the film for an additional $15. See the menu here. Tickets for the film and dinner can be purchased by phone (608-265-ARTS), by fax (608-265-5084), by mail or in person at the box office (Wisconsin Union Theater, 800 Langdon St., Madison, WI 53706) or online here. 

Burma, now known as Myanmar, is isolated and ostracized by the international community. Tourists generally avoid the country and information usually comes in the form of grim news. But in this land of hardships, the people possess a quiet strength, gentle ways, and a surprising openness to visitors. In this film, you will visit an orphanage that survived the recent typhoon and witness the rebuilding process, meet the monks and nuns who stood up to the government at a terrible personal price, encounter the comedian who went to jail for telling a joke, and experience the common thread of hope which keeps the Burmese people going.

This is an opportunity to “connect with a culture where holy men are more revered than rock stars and golden buddhas are bathed every day at first light,” (Lonely Planet). See what’s hidden behind a gold and silk curtain. Find out what lies behind the facade commonly presented to visitors.

This film showing is sponsored by the Wisconsin Union Theater Committee and supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from the State of Wisconsin. 
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