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Healing the Earth:  A Sacred Art by the Tibetan Lamas of Drepung Loseling Monastery. Public Invited to Attend Mandala Creation and destruction
From all the artistic traditions of Tantric Buddhism, that of painting with colored sand ranks as one of the most unique and exquisite. In Tibetan this art is called dul-tson-kyil-khor, which literally means "mandala of colored powders." Millions of grains of sand are painstakingly laid into place on a flat platform over a period of days or weeks.

Formed of a traditional prescribed iconography that includes geometric shapes and a multitude of ancient spiritual symbols, the sand-painted mandala is used as a tool for re-consecrating the earth and its inhabitants.

The Lamas of Drepung Loseling Monastery will be creating a mandala at the Memorial Union’s Main Lounge, second floor, from Wednesday, September 16 to Sunday, September 20, in conjunction with their “Mystical Arts of Tibet” performance at the Wisconsin Union Theater and the Madison World Music Festival. The public is invited to attend the free inauguration and closing ceremonies and to drop in anytime during the Mandala construction. Below please find the full schedule. 

Main Lounge, Second Floor, Memorial Union:

Sept. 16, Inaugural Ceremony, 4pm

Mandala Construction:
Sept. 17 & 18,11am – 6pm
Sept. 19, 11am – 4pm
Sept. 19, Mystical Arts of Tibet performance at the Wisconsin Union Theater

Sept. 20, mandala construction from 11am – 1pm

Sept. 20, Closing Ceremony 2pm

The ceremonies involve sacred music and chanting. In the closing ceremony the sand used for the Mandala is carried in a procession to Mendota Lake and deposited in it. 
More information: 

http://www.mysticalartsoftibet.org/Mandala.htm#top
http://www.mysticalartsoftibet.org/Man-Proc.htm#top
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The Mystical Arts of Tibet performance, held on Saturday, September 19, 8 pm, at the Wisconsin Union Theater, is endorsed by the Dalai Lama as a means of promoting world peace and healing through sacred performing art. The monks of the Drepung Loseling monastery are renowned for their remarkable multiphonic singing, unique traditional Tibetan instruments and beautiful traditional garb . Says the San Francisco Chronicle, “The voice of serenity, the voice of survival and a hopeful message of peace.”
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