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News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Esty Dinur, Director of Marketing and Communications, 608-262-3907, edinur@wisc.edu
Note to editors: high-resolution photos available at http://www.uniontheater.wisc.edu/press/index.html
“Silky bass-baritone” Andy Bey continues the Wisconsin Union Theater’s Isthmus Jazz Series 
An impressive interpreter of Americana, singer and pianist Andy Bey learned to play the piano by ear at age three, and is performing at the Wisconsin Union Theater on Friday, February 13th, 2009 at 8 pm. Tickets are $32, $26, or $18 for the general public, $30 and $24 for WAA members, Union members, UW faculty and staff, and non-UW students. As always, UW-Student tickets are only $10! Tickets can be purchased by phone (608-265-ARTS), by fax (608-265-5084), by mail, in person at the box office (Wisconsin Union Theater, 800 Langdon St., Madison, WI 53706) or online at http://uniontheater.wisc.edu/. 

With a following that swears by him and by his silky bass-baritone voice, Bey is a powerful interpreter of lyrics with an expansive vocal range. Having gained some notoriety for speaking out about being a gay, HIV-positive man, he is known as one of the greatest unsung heroes of jazz. 
Bey was only 13 when he recorded his first album, Mama’s Little Boy’s Got the Blues. At age 17, he formed Andy and the Bey Sisters, with his two sisters. Together they toured Europe and recorded three albums. He performed in the television show "Startime" with Connie Francis, later singing with Louis Jordan at the Apollo Theatre in New York, and with jazz icons like Sarah Vaughan, Dinah Washington, Horace Silver, Max Roach and Lonnie Liston Smith.
American Song, Bey’s latest project, has been hailed as one of the greatest collections of jazz ballads of all time. 

Sponsors include the Isthmus Weekly and Wisconsin Union Directorate. Support is also given by the Wisconsin Arts Board and the Wisconsin Union Theater Endowment Fund. Media sponsors are WORT, Capital City Hues, and WPR’s Higher Ground. Program partner is the AIDS network.
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