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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Esty Dinur, Director of Marketing and Communications, 608-262-3907, edinur@wisc.edu 
Note to editors: high-resolution photos available at http://www.uniontheater.wisc.edu/press/index.html
Up-and-coming operatic soprano Danielle de Niese to perform at the Wisconsin Union Theater
Danielle de Niese’s portrayal of Cleopatra in Handel’s Giulo Cesare catapulted her rise to critical and international acclaim. Don’t miss her performance at the Wisconsin Union Theater on Thursday, February 19th at 8:00 PM. Tickets are $34, $28, and $18 for the general public, $32 and $26 for WAA members, Union members, UW faculty and staff, and non-UW students. As always, UW-Student tickets are only $10! Tickets can be purchased by phone (608-265-ARTS), by fax (608-265-5084), by mail, in person at the box office (Wisconsin Union Theater, 800 Langdon St., Madison, WI 53706) or online at http://uniontheater.wisc.edu/.

Prior to her role in Giulo Cesare, De Niese had already performed with the Paris opera, the Netherland Opera, and the Saito Kinen Festival. Following Giulo Cesare, De Niese’s career skyrocketed, eventually leading to a record deal with The Decca Music Group. 
Australian-born to parents of Sri Lankan and Dutch heritage, this 27-year-old soprano began performing in her childhood. Growing up, she hosted a weekly fine arts program for teenagers for which she won an Emmy. De Niese went on to train with the Metropolitan opera, and made her house debut as Barbarina in Jonathan Miller’s Le nozze di Figaro at age nineteen. In 2001, De Niese sang in the motion picture “Hannibal.” The producers commissioned a short opera from Irish composer Patrick Cassidy and German composer Hans Zimmer. The opera was based on Dante’s ‘La Vita Nuova’ and symbolically depicts the devouring of Dante’s heart. 

De Niese performs in dramatic and confident female roles, using passion and strength in performance.  Last season, she reprised her role as Cleopatra with the Chicago Opera, as well as at the theatre de la Monnale in Brussels.  She is touring with a program that includes works by Wolf, Bizet, Barber, Poulenc, and Handel. 

Sponsors include the Wisconsin Union Directorate. Support is also given by the Wisconsin Arts Board, the Lowell and Grace Clark Frautschi Fund for the Union Theater

and the Wisconsin Union Theater Endowment Fund. Media sponsors include The Onion and Wisconsin Public Radio. Program partner is Madison Opera.  
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