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Note to editors: high-resolution photos available at http://www.uniontheater.wisc.edu/press/index.html
Travel the lakes of Italy at the Wisconsin Union Theater

“Italian Lakes Adventure”  will be presented by filmmaker Stan Walsh on Monday & Tuesday, January 25 & 26, 2010 at 7:30 pm. Tickets for the general public are $11. UW-Madison student tickets are only $5. A delicious buffet meal of Italian food will be offered prior to the film for an additional $15. Tickets for the film and dinner can be purchased by phone (608-265-ARTS), by fax (608-265-5084), by mail or in person at the box office (Wisconsin Union Theater, 800 Langdon St., Madison, WI 53706), or online. For Monday click here or for Tuesday click here.
Visitors from all over the world have been attracted to northern Italy’s three lakes which are located in the mountains: Lago Maggiore, Como and Garda.  Traces of dweller settlements in this area have been found dating back to 2500 BC. This historical vacation area is explored by Walsh in his film “Italian Lakes Adventure.” 
Walsh travels through this breathtaking area and explores its history. He says, “in a stage setting of blue water, white steamboats and rugged mountains it was easy to turn back the pages of history to…learn why Medieval powers fought to dominate Lombardy, Trentino-Alto Adige, Veneto and the waterway trade routes to northern Europe.”

He has fun too. Walsh tells the story of Goethe escaping from the Malcesine castle guards on Lake Garda in 1786 when they mistook him for an Austrian spy. He also tells the tale of “a lucky band of Scottish archers, bodyguards to French King Francis the First, who in 1525 were fleeing northward in a maze of mountains.  Snow blocked their path. The authorities kept their distance and prepared for a long winter stand-off.  The local girls had other ideas and wasted no time in setting their “trap.” The rest of the story is family history told in snapshots of descendants from Scotland visiting their long-lost Italian cousins.”  

This film showing is sponsored by the Wisconsin Union Theater Committee and supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from the State of Wisconsin. 
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