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Great Guitarists Habib Koite, Oliver Mtukudzi and Afel Bocoum to Perform in “Acoustic Africa” at Wisconsin Union Theater

Bringing together Africa’s greatest guitarist-singer-songwriters, “Acoustic Africa”  presents three celebrated artists at the Wisconsin Union Theater on Thursday, March 10th, 2011, at 8pm. Tickets are $34/$30/$20 for the general public. As always, tickets for UW-Madison students are only $10 with valid ID. Call the Box Office at 608-265-ARTS (2787), fax your order at 608-265-5084, buy online here, or purchase in person at the Campus Arts Ticketing box office in Memorial Union, 800 Langdon St. or Vilas Hall, 821 University Ave. 
The performance includes Habib Koité, the Malian superstar who comes from a long line of griots—African troubadours—and whose sound has its own name: danssa doso, the hunter’s dance. A Madison favorite, he has appeared on “Late Night Show with David Letterman,” was featured in People and Rolling Stone, and has released with his group, Bamada, five highly successful albums. 

Oliver Mtukudzi is a best-selling artist in his home country of Zimbabwe, whose vibrant music often tackles social issues, particularly poverty and the AIDS epidemic in Africa. His music is known as “Tuku” (named after Mtukudzi) and he is renowned for his graceful onstage dance moves, which he performs while playing. Afel Bocoum, nephew of the late, great Ali Farka Toure with whom he started playing at age 13, is a guitarist, singer, and composer from Mali. He sings mainly in Sonrai, his mother tongue, but also in Tamashek, the language of the Tuareg, and in Bambara. His themes include forced marriage, characters from local history, and odes to nature and work songs.
This performance is sponsored by the Wisconsin Union Directorate Performing Arts Committee and is supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. Other sponsors include the AV Club, Capital City Hues, Madison Times, ETC, Wisconsin Public Radio, and WORT 89.9 FM. 
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