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Distinguished pianist Jeffery Siegel to perform Keyboard Conversations at Mills Hall

Distinguished pianist Jeffery Siegel will perform on Tuesday, November 9, at 7:30pm in Mills Hall at the University of Wisconsin-Madison as part of the Keyboard Conversations© Series. Tickets are $34 for the general public. This is a family savings event with up to two youth tickets at only $14 with the purchase of an accompanying adult ticket. Age verified at door. UW-Madison student tickets are free! Call the Box Office at 608-265-ARTS (2787), fax your order at 608-265-5084, buy online, or purchase in person at the Campus Arts Ticketing box office in Memorial Union, 800 Langdon St. or Vilas Hall, 821 University Ave. 

The program features the romantic music of Robert Schumann in a performance subtitled “fantasies forbidden and fulfilled.” Compositions include Schumann’s Opus 12 and the Symphonic Etudes Opus 13, also known as Variations on a Melody of a False Father-in-Law. Celebrate the 200th birthday of this beloved composer with some of the most love-inspired music ever written.

Siegel is a distinguished pianist who played with the Berlin Philharmonic, London Symphony, New York Philharmonic, Los Angeles Symphony, Chicago Symphony Orchestra and many more. He has worked with many of the premier conductors of our time including Claudio Abbado, Pierre Boulez, Charles Dutoit, David Zinman and Zubin Mehta. 

During the performance, Siegel will play the full compositions and offer informal commentary in between pieces. During these commentaries, Siegel provides historical backgrounds, examples of musical motifs and provocative questions to consider while listening. Audience participation is encouraged at the question and answer session held following the concert. Check out a typical “conversation” here. 

Siegel “has an unusual gift for commentary as well as extraordinary pianism” that will “bring [his] audience wholly into the musical experience,” according to the Los Angeles Times. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to engage in classical music in an informal, accessible, and highly entertaining format.

This performance is sponsored by the Wisconsin Union Directorate Performing Arts Committee and supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with funds from the State of Wisconsin. The AV Club and Wisconsin Public Radio are the media sponsors.
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