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News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Esty Dinur, Director of Marketing and Communications, 608-262-3907, edinur@wisc.edu

Wisconsin’s Best Young Talent to Perform at a Special Wisconsin Union Theater Concert

The free Neale-Silva Young Artists’ Concert, presenting the winners of the Neale-Silva Young Artists’ Competition, makes its Union Theater debut Wednesday, April 30th  at 7:00 p.m. 
The concert showcases Wisconsin’s best young talent in classical music. The winners of the 2008 competition are Amy Lauters, William Martin and Michael Smith who are all piano students at Lawrence University, and Brian Viliunas: a clarinetist from Greendale, Wisconsin. A String Quartet from Lawrence University will also perform. The musicians are Danielle Simandl and Katie Ekberg on violin, Sarah Bellmore on viola and Max Hero on the cello.
This year's competition was open to students between the ages of 17 and 26 who reside in Wisconsin or attend a university within the state. Eleven individuals and one ensemble were selected to compete as finalists in this year’s event.

Winners of the competition receive a cash prize and the opportunity to perform in the historical Wisconsin Union Theater. The event will also be broadcast live statewide at on the NPR News and Classical Music Network of Wisconsin Public Radio.  
 The competition was made possible by a grant from the estate of the late classical music enthusiast and former University of Wisconsin-Madison professor Eduardo Neale-Silva.

It received additional support from Wisconsin Public Radio, the Wisconsin Union Theater, the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Music and J.W. Pepper & Son, which provided each finalist a gift certificate for printed music from www.jwpepper.com.

###
[image: image2.png]£ Wisconsin Union Theater

Administration: 608-262-2202 « Box Office: 608-262-2201 o Fax: 608-265-5084  www.union.wisc.edu/theater

Memorial Union « 800 Langdon Street ¢ Madison, WI 53706-1495 Union South ¢ 227 N. Randall Avenue ¢ Madison, WI 53715-2236
www.union.wisc.edu ¢ University of Wisconsin-Madison





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]